NEW TURKEY, 1923                   269
many small nations, like half-blind puppies weaned too
early from their mother, struggled for life.
The social system of the Turks had collapsed. For
economic and other reasons veiled women and harems
had disappeared. Freely and unashamed the women
had come out into the open. In their power for good
and evil lay the future life of Turkey.
The Christian minorities had ceased to exist. Those
Christians who had remained in Turkey were to be
transported. The rest were in exile or dead. With
their acceptance of the ejection of the Greek Patriarch,
Meletios IV, the Allies crowned their betrayal of the
Ottoman Christians whom they had used and misled.
The English bishops and the Federal Council of the
Christian Churches of America, representing some
20,000,000 Americans, protested loudly, but left the
matter in the hands of God. In this they might have
learnt a lesson from Mohammed himself who taught
action as well as placid faith. One day he travelled on
horseback with a friend and at midday they slept under
some trees. When they woke, the friend discovered
that his horse was gone.
" But," he said plaintively, " I had placed him in
the hands of God."
" So did I," replied Mohammed, " but before I slept,
I tied him up securely."
While the religious communities of England and
America cried shame, they did nothing ; and the Turks
cleared their land of undesirables.
The future of new Turkey was problematic. In
ejecting the Christians, to obtain national solidarity, the